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V ig TJ 4 THE ARGENT I HE Ml 1 1 TART IS IN A PER I 60 OF WRENCHING 

?T O adjustment as the 

sg'a AlfCIISIN GOVERNMENT TRIES TO REDUCE THE Mill TART FROM 
gS Q THE DOMINANT POLITICAL FC?C£ IN ARGENTINA TO A 
5" ^ PROFESSIONAL ARMED SERVICE RESPONSIBLE FOR NATIONAL 
» « 8 DEFENSE. ALTHOUGH MILITARY BUDGET CUTS ARE AN 
° 38 ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL NECESSITY Dt-E TO OTHER DEMANDS, 
g § THEY ARE ALSO CONSISTENT WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S 
& § POLITICAL GOAL OF SHRINKING THE ARMED FORCES. THE 

« GOVERNING PARTY ALSO WOULD LIKE TO IMPLEMENT A JOINT 

COMMAND AND OPERATIONS STRUCTURE RESPONSIBLE TO THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE CIVILIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE, TO 
REEDUCATE AND PROFESSIONALIZE THE ARMED FORCES, TO 
MODIFY CURRICULUM AT SERVICE INSTITUTIONS, AND TO 
REDUCE, PERHAPS ABOLISH, CONSCRIPTION. ALFONSIN TRIES 
TO DEFUSE THE INEVITABLE TENSIONS BY MOVING CAUTIOUSLY 
AND TRYING TO CONVINCE THE MILITARY THAT HE HAS THEIR 
CONCERNS IN Ml NO. 


S. THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTITUDE TOWARD JUDICIAL 
INVESTIGATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IS All 
EXAMPLE OF ITS SEARCH FOR BALANCE. ALFCNSIH ATTEMPTED 
TO ENSURE THAT MILITARY AND SECURITY PERSONNEL 
WOULD EE TRIED EXCLUSIVELY IN MILITARY COURTS. 

CONGRESS DECIDED ON MILITARY TRIALS SUBJECT TO CIVILIAN 
FEDERAL APPELLATE COURT REVIEW. WHILE HALF A lOAf, 

AT LEAST THUS FAR HO MILITARY OFFICERS HAVE BEEN 
TRIEO IN LOCAL, PROVINCIAL OR FEDERAL COURTS. CASES 
BROUGHT THUS FAR EE F ORE CIVIL COURTS EVENTUALLY WERE 
REMANDED TO MILITARY TRIBUNALS. THE SUPREME COURT HAS 
UNDER REVIEW A CASE REQUIRING IT TO DECIDE WHETHER A 
CRIME AGAINST A DISAPPEARED PERSON OCCURRED SOLELY AT 
THE T I ML 0^ DISAPPEARANCE OR CONTINUES FOR AS LONS AS 
THE PERSON DOES NOT REAPPEAR ALIVE OR IS FOUND DEAD. 

THE CASE IS VITAL TO THE GOVERNMENT'S STRATEGY FOR 
TRYING MIL IT ARY- INSP l RE D HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
BECAUSE, SHOULD THE COURT RULE THAT A CRIME CONTINUES, 
MILITARY COURTS, UNDER THE NEW MILITARY CODE, WOULD 
APPARENTLY NOT EE COMPETENT TO TRY CASES. WHILE 
THE COURT IS EXPECTED TO RULE IN THE GOVERNMENT'S 


REPORTEDLY MAY AUTHORIZE 


OV. AlFOUSM! HAS PUBLICLY 
'ESI I GAT I ON 3, AMD THE GOVERNMENT 
HE APPOINTMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
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OR ARGENTINE TELEVISION EESICl THE MINISTER Of DEFENSE 
OR THE PRESIDENT. AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY GENERAL 
FERNANDEZ TORRES, AN INFANTRY G'FICER, LC8BIES FOR A 
STRONGER JOINT STAFF WITH All THREE SERVICES. HOWEVER, 
THE AIR FORCE AND THE C if AIRY FACTION Cf THE ARMY-- 
FROM WHICH l s M CHIEF OF STAFF, GENERAL JORGE ARSUiNOEGUI 
COMES--QPFOCE A STRONGER JOINT COMMAND STRUCTURE, WITH 
THE NAVY LUKEWARM AT EES* I OVA KB THE P B OPOS*l. 

ALTHOUGH THE AIR FORCE Cl AIMS TO COPPC'T JOINT 
OPERATION:, it IS CONCERNED hBCJT LOCS OF AUTONOMY 
AND INFLUENCE IN 'THE PROPOSED NEW STRUCTURE. CAVALRY 
BBCMfH r.Q'lSF?lir. STEM FROM' TRADITIONAL INF AMTRY-CSVAIRY 


NON-ESSENTIAL ACTIVITIES IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 
THE OPERATIONAL EfFECTI VENECS OF THE FCRCES AS A 
WHOLE. I.E , OE -COMMISSI OH A FEW SHIPS -::3 AGING 
AIRCRAFT FOR WHIC- SPARE PARTS ARE D I » F ! i JL T TO 
OBTAIN; SELL UNNECESSARY PROPERTIES :E.G. A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF EXCESS OFFICE BUILDINGS; CATTLE, 

SHEEP AND HORSE R-HCriEC, WCRTr HUNDREDS Or PILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS!, TERM'llfiTE SUBSIDIES TO EXPENSIVE Ml L I TAR* 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS WHICH ARE CCST INEFFECTIVE l r EW 
GRADUATES ENTER THE MILITARY). SOME PERQUISITES 
OF THE MILITARY SUCH. AS WIDESPREAD ALLOCATION OF 
OFFICIAL CARS AND DRIVERS, ARE DISAPPEARING. MANY 
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HADE PROGRESS IK BP I KG I KG TH£ Hit iTARY UNDER CIVILIAN 
CONTROL. ALL HERE APE AWARE THAT CIVIL I AN-MIL I TARY 
R[ l A110U5 IS i LONG-TERM ISSUE. THE RADICALS' CHANCE 3 
FOR SUCCESS WILL DEPEND Oil ALFCNSIN AUD EO s RAS - 
MAINTAINING THE I? C s E'l!iESS TO ARMED FORCES CONCERNS 
WHILE CHOOSING CAREFULLY WHEN AND III WHAT AREAS TO 
PUSH THEIR REFORM EFFORTS. iT IS PCSSIELE 6U0GET 
AUSTERITY, ALTHOUGH RESISTED 6Y THE MIllTARf, MAY 
ULTIMATELY WORK TO THE GOVERNMENT'S ADVANTAGE, AS IT 
FACILITATES BY AT TP I T iON THt REDUCED MILITARY SHE 
THE GOVERNMENT SEEKS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS 

SMALL BUDGETS, HUMAN RIGHTS PROSECUTIONS AND OTHER 
ISSUE S' Will AFFECT THE ATTITUDE OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WHEN AND IF THE GOVERNMENT R'JIIS INTO SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS, SUCH AS PROBABLE INTENSE LABOR STRIFE. 
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16. WE NAVE MADE GAIA'S IN OUR OVERALL OIL ATfPfll 
RELATIONS' BY SUPPORTING ALFO'lSlM'S CBJECTIVE OF 
ASSERTING CIVILIAN CONTROL Of THE ARMED FORCES tREF OJ. 
WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN OROER TO PURSUE OUP . 

OTHER INTERESTS THROUGH BUILDING THE COIIF IOENCE OF 
ALFOIISIN AND HIS CLOSEST ADVISORS. ORTIZ 


